
     

GRADES 3-5
SCIENCE 
5-ESS1-2. 

Represent data 
in graphical 

displays to reveal 
patters of daily 

changes.

DANCE 
Artistic Process: 

Performing Anchor 
Standard: Analyze, 
interpret and select 

artistic work for 
presentation.

CONSTELLATION DANCE

TEACHER(S):

DURATION: 

21st CENTURY SKILLS:
Critical Thinking Creative Thinking Collaborating Initiative
Communicating Media Literacy Informational Literacy
Tech Literacy Flexibility Social Skills Leadership
Productivity

        ESSENTIAL QUESTION

How are constellations represented?

        ENGAGEMENT

Students view images of constellations in the sky at night, trace the connections 
between the stars and describe what shapes, characters or stories come to mind. 

       LESSON SEQUENCE

Step 1: Read the book “Glow in the Dark Constellations”. Read the introduction as a whole 
group and then split the class into 5-6 small groups. Assign each group a constellation found 
within the book. After reading, have all groups share out to the whole class. 

Step 2: View the constellations from the book again, in a selected season (i.e.: The Big Dipper 
in the summer sky) and ask students to describe what shapes or patterns they see in this 
depiction of the constellation. Then, view the same constellation in a different season’s sky. 
Identify similarities and differences to the constellation image from earlier.  

Step 3: Ask students to think about the phrases or words they would associate with the images 
of each constellation for each season. i.e: the cup looks like it’s pouring in summer; the cup is 
dipping in the winter. 

Step 4: Using the Movement Vocabulary strategy, create a table chart with the columns 
“season”, “constellation”, “description”, and “dance element” and fill in with each of the 
answers. For instance, an example might be “Winter”, “The Big Dipper”, “Dipping”, “Curved 
Shape”  

Step 5: Then, tell students that you will be playing a piece of music and they will move around 
the room. When the music stops, you will call out a constellation and its season and they will 
need to show what the descriptor looks like with their bodies in a frozen position using the 
dance element.  

MATERIALS LIST: 

• Dance elements poster  
• Chart paper/ markers 
• Projection 
• Glow in the Dark 

constellations book 
• MP3/CD Player 
• Open space 
• Aurora Borealis Concerto 

Mov. 3 

ASSESSMENT: 

CHECKLIST: Can students… 

• Recognize a series of 
constellations  

• Recognize and use different 
dance elements to create a 
shape  

• Identify the constellation in 
different positions  

• Identify their spot for 
movement in choreography

       TEACHER NOTES
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