
Materials: 
• Gayle Danley 

Performance 

• Become a Slam 
Poety in 5 Minutes 
Video 

• Elements of Drama 
poster 

• Computer, 
Speakers, Internet 
and Projector 

• Paper and pencils 

lesson seeds
SLAMMIN' POETRY

T H E A T E R  &  W R I T I N G

CONTENT FINE ARTS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 Produce 
clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

TH:Pr6.1.II.a  Present a drama/theatre work 
using creative processes that shape the 
production for a specific audience. 

Objectives

Assessment:

Pre-Assessment: 
Ask students to write down and discuss the elements they think are required for 
poetry. 

Engagement:  
View the video of Gayle Danley performing as international slam poetry champion. 
After viewing, write and discuss the qualities that were a part of Danley’s poetry 
performance.  Compare that to the original list students wrote down. Were they 
surprised or were their thoughts confirmed? 

Activity: 
1. Explore the genre of Slam Poetry.  Most slam poets use alliteration, 

assonance, repetition, onomatopoeia and rhyme to establish rhythm in their 
spoken word.  Review each of these terms with students and offer examples 
as needed. Revisit Gayle Danley’s poem about her notebook.  How does 
Danley use these elements in her work? 

2. View the Ted-Ed Lesson “Become a Slam Poet in 5 Steps”.  Provide a topic 
for students and allow them to go through each of the 5 steps to create their 
own poem. 

3. Review the elements of drama with students, and focus specifically on 
energy and action.  How did Danley use these elements in her performance 
about the notebook? 

4. Students must consider energy and action elements and decide how they will 
use these in the performance of their own poem. 

Closing: 
Students practice their poems and perform them in small groups of 3-4 people.  Each 
group will provide feedback on how to make the poem better, either in language or 
in performance.

Create a class poetry slam.  Each student will stand and perform their piece of poetry.  The 
class audience will act as the judge.  The more applause and audience engagement, the higher 
the score (this is how most poetry slam competitions are held).  Teachers should be listening 
for both the use of language elements and theater elements in the performance. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvMjr0-1p5I
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/become-a-slam-poet-in-five-steps-gayle-danley
http://educationcloset.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/elements-of-drama.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvMjr0-1p5I
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/become-a-slam-poet-in-five-steps-gayle-danley
http://educationcloset.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/elements-of-drama.pdf

