
Materials:
•Copies of The Tell 

Tale Heart from 
Edgar Allen Poe

•Supporting lesson 
on Point of View

•Storyboard 
worksheets
•paper and pencils

•various materials 
for set design, 
makeup, costumes, 
and lighting as 
available.

 

lesson seeds
TELL-TALE Theatre
R E A D I N G  A N D  T H E A T R E

CONTENT FINE ARTS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.6
Analyze how differences in the points of view of the 
characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created 
through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects 
as suspense or humor.

TH:Cr2.1.8
a. Articulate and apply critical analysis, background 
knowledge, research, and historical and cultural context to 
the development of original ideas for a drama/theatre work. 

Objectives

Ass
ess
me
nt:

Pre-assessment: 
Discuss and list students’ top ten choices for scariest stories they have seen or heard in 
the past.  What elements contribute to making a story or scene scary? Are certain 
elements weighted more than others?

Engagement: 
Improvise a scary story together as a group.  Sitting in a large circle, the first person 
starts with setting up the story.  Each person in the group adds another detail to the story, 
but the story must have a clear beginning, middle and end so that by the time the last 
person adds their detail, the story has come full circle.  Once completed, have students 
list the main characters from the story they created.  Do the same activity this time, but 
go around the group from last the first and tell the story from the point of view of a 
different character.

Activity:
Read the “Tell Tale Heart” together as a group.  Have students analyze the work from the 
point of view of the narrator, and then again from the point of view of the Old Man.  
How are they the same?  How are they different?

Split the class into three groups.  The first group must create a dramatic representation of 
the story that emphasizes the point of view of the narrator.  The second group must 
create a dramatic representation of the story that emphasizes the point of view of the old 
man.  The third group must create a dramatic representation of the story that emphasizes 
the point of view of the heart itself.

Closing:
Students must create a storyboard outlining the technical design of their production, 
and practice their overall performance as a group.

Performance
Have students perform their work in front of the class.  Their presentation should 
include the use of technical design (including set design, makeup, lighting, staging, 
etc) that helps to communicate their point of view.  Students will be assessed with a 
shared rubric between the ELA and Theater Standards.
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