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Why and how we use
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What is Arts Integration?


Arts integration is a process in which teachers teach the content areas through the arts.  This process encourages students to be actively engaged, use both sides of their brains simultaneously and to learn the material in a multitude of ways at the same time.  This process uses music, art, drama, and       movement to further reach students that need multi-sensory input and have different learning styles than the typical visual-aural learner.  In addition, by teaching through the arts, instructors become more creative in their teaching and can feel more inspired to actively engage their students and themselves in exciting learning possibilities.  




















Research says....


Today’s current research indicates that arts integration programs have a major impact on student attendance, student achievement on both standardized tests and understanding of subject matter, and on student motivation and behavior.  By incorporating this method into your classroom, students make links and connections between disciplines and can make deeper connections to applications beyond school.








Working with arts integration is a process that takes time and practice.  Here’s a brief look at what’s involved:





Pick what you want to teach


 Not everything needs to be an arts integrated lesson!Pick a lesson topic that you would like to use the arts to enhance and then select the objectives from the content your students need to meet.  From there...  


Collaborate with arts teachers


Pick which arts medium you’d like to use: art, music, tableau, dance, etc.  Then, meet with that area teacher to talk about ways to incorporate the arts medium into your lesson.  Pick an arts objective that will work with your content objectives and write out a plan together.  Make sure to use a common vocabulary that students will know from both classes.  Then....


Teach the lesson!


Jump in and get your feet wet!  Make sure that you are having students learn the lesson using content from the arts objectives so that they are learning your content area and the arts objectives at the same time.  Finally.....


Evaluate Student Work


Make sure you evaluate what the students have learned in both the academic and the arts area.  Give rubrics, design self evaluations, use portfolios or a variety of other methods to indicate that the students learned and achieved both the academic and the arts objectives of your lesson.
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“I liked that math lesson the best because it wasn’t the regular old boring math class.  We got to get up and move!  That was cool!  And now I know exactly what a parallel line is!”


Gavin


 4th grade student








Remember that arts integration lessons can be small and quite effective.  There’s no need to make the lessons into large projects (unless you want to!) that consume a lot of time.  Here are some ways to incorporate the arts into your lessons:





Drawing, painting, using color palattes


Analyze notable artwork


Drumming


Listening to and responding to music


Analyze lyrics


Use Tableau/Dramatic Play


Using movement to show shapes
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