
Materials:
* LCD Projector, 

Computer, Internet

* Rulers

* Construction paper, 
paint, paintbrushes, 
pencils, markers

* poems (listed in 
lesson)

* Betty Hawley Keslo 
prints

Extensions:
Create a class shape mosaic 
by cutting up each piece of  
shape art/poetry and 
putting it together within the 
confines of  a geometric 
shape

lesson plans
THE SHAPE shifter

P O E T R Y ,  M A T H  A N D  A R T

CONTENT FINE ARTS

Reading: Students can demonstrate understanding of  
allegory.

Math: Students can demonstrate understanding of  
geometric principles

Art: Students can observe and critique famous artists 
and styles.  Students can create a piece of  art using a 
specified artistic technique.

Objectives

Asse
ssm

ent:

1.) Have students look at art samples online by Betty Hawley Kelso.  Have them create a 
see, think, wonder chart (I see... I think....I wonder....) comparing her various works using 
geometric abstract art.  Discuss if  the design was purposeful, the color choices, if  
measurement might have been involved, etc.  For examples, click here

2.) Then, have students do the same activity with Shape Poetry.  Using the example of  
Old Mazda Lamp (grades 7+) or The Giraffe (grades 1-5 - Located in “Where the 
Sidewalk Ends”), show students the artistic way that some poets write their stories: as the 
shapes of  which they are describing.  For more on this writing tradition, click here.  

3.) Compare writing about the qualities of  a shape to drawing a picture using these 
shapes together.  What is the same?  What is different?  What skills are needed to do both 
activities?  Create a list of  these skills.

4.) Give students a copy of  a Kelso painting.   Have them measure various shapes using 
rulers to see if  each shape is in proportion to the other, and if  the measurements are 
exact.  Discuss their findings as a class.  What did this mean from the artistic point of  
view?  From the math point of  view?

5.) Have students create a Kelso painting using squares, triangles, circles, and rectangles 
only.  The shapes must be measured exactly and the final picture must be of  an item that 
they could write about.

6.) Students then write a poem within their geometric painting that describes the 
qualities or meaning of  that shape without naming it.

Assess for accuracy, creativity, and development!
Create a rubric that you share with students for this assessment that tells them how 
many shapes to use, what types of  shapes, looks for measurement accuracy and 
looks for the use of  allegory in their shape poem.  Have students grade themselves 
and then grade it from a teaching perspective.  Combine the two grades for the 
final assessment.
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http://www.rhetoricainc.com/eofa/e_of_a/media/oldmazda.html
http://kirinjirafa.wordpress.com/category/poetry-2/
http://kirinjirafa.wordpress.com/category/poetry-2/
http://www.rhetoricainc.com/eofa/e_of_a/shape.html
http://www.rhetoricainc.com/eofa/e_of_a/shape.html

